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about the school
The Archdiocese of St. Louis is blessed with 27 Catholic high schools to serve the educational and 

religious needs of its community. St. Dominic High School represents one of the largest co-educational 
college preparatory schools within this robust and strongly supported Catholic education system.

Just over 30 miles from downtown St. Louis, St. Dominic High School is in the St. Charles County 
community of O’Fallon, and in the heart of the fastest growing region of the Greater St. Louis region. 
Situated on 44 acres, St. Dominic’s expansive campus facilities rivals that of any small community college. 
With a current enrollment of just over 700 ambitious young men and women, a supportive alumni and 
stakeholder base of over 7000 strong, and a deep sense of volunteerism threaded throughout its warm and 
welcoming school community, St. Dominic High School now seeks a proven executive visionary capable 
of vigorously campaigning its cause while building for its exciting and promising future.

The history of St. Dominic High School is part of an 80 plus-year story of Catholic secondary 
education in O’Fallon. Built upon the foundation of its predecessor, Assumption High School, St. 
Dominic High School continues the educational vision that began in 1929. The vision set forth 
those many years ago was that of Catholic secondary education for all area young people. It began at 
Assumption Parish in O’Fallon.

In 1929, Assumption High School was established as the first parish Catholic high school in the area. 
It was staffed by the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood, O’Fallon. Classes took place in a four-room white 
school house until 1955, when a larger facility opened. 

By 1961, the facilities were again inadequate to accommodate the ever-increasing enrollment.
Committed to keeping open the only Catholic high school in the area, Assumption Parish petitioned 

the Archdiocese for assistance. Through the generosity of area families and with the help of the 
Archdiocese, a new high school was able to be built - St. Dominic High School. It was now a regional 
high school serving students from more than fourteen parishes. The school received its name as an 
expression of gratitude to the Dominican Congregation of our Lady of the Rosary, Sparkill - the sisters 
who responded to Cardinal Ritter’s request to administer the school. 

St. Dominic High School opened on September 4, 1962, but held its first year’s classes in the old 
Assumption building, while the new school was being built. Then in September of 1963, students began 
attending classes at #31 St. Dominic Drive, the school’s current location. Since 1963, St. Dominic High 
School has grown, both in number of students and in campus area and facilities. In 2000, a new wing 
opened, which included eighteen classrooms and a much larger library. In 2004, the Crusader Stadium 
with new track and field was dedicated. Current enrollment is over 700. During 2009-2010, construction 
began on a multi-purpose facility which included a new gym and performing arts center. The new 
Fallon Family Center opened in the 2010-2011 school year; and the Amy E. Dickherber Performing 
Arts Center opened at the start of the 2011-2012 school year. With over $25 million dollars invested in 
facility improvements over the past 10-plus years, its sprawling forty-four acre 21st Century learning 
environment is enjoyed by few schools this size.

dominican tradition

PatrOn saint
St. Dominic (1170-1221) was called to be of service by preaching the gospel 

to people who otherwise wouldn’t hear God’s Word. After training as a priest, 
Dominic realized the need for people to learn more about the gospels. He 
received the permission of the Pope to form the Order of Preachers. These men 
would study at the universities and then travel around to the small villages and 

Mission Statement
St. Dominic is a Catholic, 
college preparatory high school 
offering young men and women 
an education rooted in the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Living 
the Dominican tradition of 
prayer, study, community and 
service, we encourage life-long 
growth in faith, knowledge and 
leadership and involvement in 
the global community.

Vision Statement
St. Dominic will be recognized 
as a premier Catholic high 
school in the St. Louis 
Archdiocese for academic 
and co-curricular excellence. 
Guided by Catholic teaching, 
students will become leaders 
in the local and global 
communities.
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preach the Good News to the peasants. In some areas, his groups of nuns started schools for the children. St. 
Dominic’s life fulfilled a dream his mother had of him as a hound dog that roamed with a torch in his mouth 
setting the countryside on fire. He is often pictured with a star denoting the brightness of his mind.

The four pillars of the Dominican Order, prayer, study, community, and service, can be seen clearly 
in the life and work of St. Dominic. He studied to prepare himself for his work and relied on his brethren 
and on prayer to give him the strength to follow his calling. Today, students follow Dominic’s example 
when they study to prepare themselves for work and service to others. They also use the friendship of the 
school community and the strengthening power of prayer to sustain them in work and service. The four 
pillars are now the basis of the mission statement.

the school Motto
The school motto is found on the school crest and reads: “FORTITER IN FIDE”
“Bravely In Faith” (the literal translation). The intended meaning is to have courage in living ideals.

college Scholarships earned

Invested in campus facilities  
in recent years

$8.5M

$25M

class of 2016

honors classes

27

college credit classes

16

Fast Facts

the Four Pillars
Following the four pillars of the Dominican Order - Prayer, Study, Community, and Service - St. 

Dominic High School encourages in its student’s lifelong growth in faith, knowledge, leadership, and 
involvement. St. Dominic High School is accredited by the AdvancEd Accreditation Commission. It 
proudly continues the mission of Catholic secondary education for area young people, which began 80 
plus years ago at Assumption High School.

Saint Dominic High School lives its mission through the four pillars and demonstrates this 
commitment through programming such as:

academics
Through education, the Church seeks to prepare her members to hear, live, and proclaim the good 

news of the Gospel. Here at St. Dominic High School, education includes all the deliberate, systematic 
and sustained efforts of the Church community, in both formal and informal education settings, to 
develop the skills, knowledge, and values needed for life. Catholic education sees all knowledge as sacred 
when human insight is combined with divine revelation in the pursuit of truth, goodness, and beauty.

alumni across  
the nation

7000+
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It is the educator who is preeminent in creating the unique climate in which a Catholic philosophy of 
education can be realized. Called to a specific ministry in the Catholic Church, at St. Dominic educators 
are committed to professional excellence and spiritual growth in their Christian lives, witnessing to the 
tradition and vision they share. Respecting each learner as created and loved by God with special gifts 
and needs, they direct the learning process as guide and companion.

spiritual and service learning Opportunities
School Masses are celebrated on major occasions as indicated on the school calendar. The Sacrament 

of Reconciliation is celebrated during penitential seasons of the year. In addition, other prayer services 
are held according to the liturgical calendar. Spiritual direction and guidance is available anytime through 
our Campus Ministers.

One of the most extensive and important aspects of spreading the Gospel here at St. Dominic is our 
Christian Service Program. Through this program, we encourage our students to offer their talents and 
themselves in active service to others. Their service and the reflection process that accompanies it will 
nurture and instill the values of compassion, respect, and openness toward others as fellow children of 
our God.

All St. Dominic students must complete at least 100 hours of volunteer community service as a 
graduation requirement. We do this because service is integral to the Catholic faith. Also, performing 
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service for others is part of the four pillars of St. Dominic High School: prayer, study, community and 
service.

The idea of service projects is to go beyond yourself and your everyday world to experience a broader 
view of society and then reflect upon your service. This is a wonderful opportunity for students to learn, 
experience and grow.

Service must be done outside of regular school hours, and cannot be associated with student activities 
at school. Students are required to write a reflection paper about their service for religion class each year. 
A student’s service may take many forms: volunteering at a hospital, visiting at a nursing home, helping 
elderly neighbors with chores or repairs, assisting at parish activities, or at a non-profit organization that 
serves others.

extracurricular activities
The St. Dominic High School community believes that each person is sacred, unique, and blessed with 

different talents. Through academic, spiritual, athletic, extracurricular, and service programs, St. Dominic 
provides the opportunity for students to discover, develop and use their God-given talents.

Almost 30 extracurricular activities are available at SDHS to help foster growth outside of the formal 
classroom environment. We encourage our students to become involved in activities of their interest. 
These activities build character and confidence while promoting mental, physical and moral development. 
Students from diverse backgrounds are offered a means to learn positive life skills needed to be valuable 
members in society. 

Offering 19 sports that field 33 competitive teams, athletics play an integral part in the Saint Dominic 
education process by striving to promote sportsmanship, teamwork, dedication, commitment, self-
discipline, unity and school pride. Student athlete compete and succeed at the highest level while 
developing significant skills that they will carry throughout their lives.

the Position 
While the President must have a demonstrated capacity for broad institutional leadership, it is 

possible that the prospective President could have attained this experience through a variety of different 
career paths, including primary, secondary, or tertiary education; non-profit management; or work in 
the corporate or public sector. Regardless of the career path, the prospective President must have expert 
knowledge of and a proven record of institution advancement by identifying, cultivating, and developing 
stakeholder partnerships and philanthropic support that will ensure its continued accessibility, success, 
and sustainability. An advanced degree in education or business related fields is strongly preferred.

As the Chief Executive Officer, the President has overall responsibility for all academic programs, 
student activities, facilities, and promotion of the school. Specifically, the President serves school 
community while providing visionary leadership in the areas of Catholic Identity, Mission and Legacy, 
General Administration, Academic and Faculty Development, Admissions, Finance, Alumni Relations, 
and Institutional Advancement. Assisting the President are supporting mission-driven professionals 
in Admissions, Advancement, Alumni Relations, Facilities Management, Finance and Marketing 
Communications. The President reports to the Archdiocesan Associate Superintendent for Secondary 
School Administration and is evaluated annually.

The ideal candidate will have a passion for Catholic education delivered in the Dominican tradition, 
possess an understanding of the President/Principal model of administration, and be comfortable 
leading a committed Advisory Board. He or she must be experienced with strategic planning and have 
the requisite executive level experience to lead a college preparatory school community. With a visible 
executive presence in and outside of the school community, the President must be able to advance the 
marketing and institutional advancement initiatives of the school in this highly competitive market.

Fast Facts

extra-curricular activities
and clubs

Sports and 33 teams

Students

30

19

700+

21,723
hours of community Service 

over 4 Years
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Additionally, the successful candidate will have expertise in business and financial management, as 
well as a proven track record of acquiring necessary funding through the solicitation of major gifts and 
capital campaign contributions. The President will advance Saint Dominic High School by identifying, 
cultivating, and developing community partnerships and philanthropic support that will ensure its 
continued success.

challenges and Opportunities 
While recent enrollment and institutional advancement initiatives have taken root, more work 

needs to be done. The incoming President will be expected to bring the energy, charisma and executive 
administration skills necessary for this school community to build on its considerable strengths while 
delivering exceptional value to the students and families.

Like most Catholic schools across the nation, Saint Dominic High School’s most immediate need is to 
continue its recent momentum in all areas of Institutional Advancement. Continuing the implementation 
of comprehensive and strategic initiatives designed to significantly increase enrollment and philanthropic 
support is paramount to the success of the position. The President will lead an aggressive marketing and 
outreach program designed to make this unique school community more widely known throughout the 
region, while ensuring the mission and vision of Saint Dominic High School remain an integral part of 
the school culture. 

The new President will be met by a passionate group of dedicated stakeholders who are excited for the 
school’s promising future.  The challenge and opportunity for the new President will be found in joining 
with alumni, parents, community leaders and friends of Catholic education to strategically discover, plan 
and set a strong path to the future that is meaningful and achievable.

desired Qualities and characteristics 
•	 Practicing	Catholic	in	communion	with	the	Church	who	is	a	faith-filled	and	Christ-centered	servant	

leader that embraces, models, and champions the traditions and values of Catholic education.
•	 Advanced	degree	in	education	or	business	administration	field,	with	a	full	understanding	of	the	

challenges and opportunities facing Catholic education. Instructional and executive administrative 
experience in a Catholic college preparatory environment is a plus 

•	 Accomplished	visionary	with	demonstrated	success	in	addressing	immediate	school	community	needs	
and long term goals. Experience in strategic planning, implementation, financial management and 
oversight is highly desirable 

•	 Exceptional	communication,	interpersonal,	and	public	speaking	skills	while	serving	as	the	highly	
visible public face of Saint Dominic High School in building constructive relationships with all 
stakeholders that inspire crucial support in its institutional advancement initiatives 

•	 Accessible	and	approachable	leadership	style,	with	a	willingness	to	relate	to	students	while	being	
extremely visible and interactive on campus and at school sponsored advancement events 

•	 Well-versed	in	creating	the	conditions	for	market	leadership	in	a	highly	competitive	Catholic	college	
preparatory environment, familiarity with the Greater Saint Louis market is  preferred 

•	 Inspirational,	humble,	and	authentic	mentor	who	instills	leadership	in	others	
•	 Must	be	able	to	establish	immediate	rapport	and	trust	with	learning,	parent,	and	alumni	communities	
•	 Skilled	at	identifying,	attracting,	developing,	and	retaining	high-quality	professionals	with	a	

commitment and passion for delivering a transformational Catholic educational experience 
•	 Proven	leadership	skills	that	promote	ongoing	professional	development,	evaluation,	and	student	

assessment 
•	 Fair,	fun	and	compassionate	executive	who	embraces	collaboration	while	leading	with	missionary	zeal	



application Procedure
to apply, please submit the following materials, confidentially and as separate PDF 

attachments in one email to Michael Furey. Please include St. Dominic high School in 

subject field.

•	 Cover	letter	that	aligns	your	experiences	and	leadership	skills	with	the	current	needs	of	

the school as you understand them. 

•	 Current	resume	with	all	appropriate	dates	included.

•	 Statement	of	Catholic	educational	philosophy.

•	 List	of	five	references	with	names,	physical	addresses,	phone	numbers	and	email	

addresses.	No	references	will	be	contacted	without	your	knowledge	and	approval.

Michael Furey, Partner
mikefurey@partnersinmission.com
Partners	in	Mission	School	Leadership	Search	Solutions,	LLC
124 Sycamore Drive Westwood, Ma 02090
www.partnersinmission.com
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