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About the School
A distinguished co-educational inter-parish Catholic college preparatory institution, St. Louis Catholic 

High School is located in mid-city Lake Charles, LA, one of the fastest growing regions in the nation due 
to its robust oil and gas industry expansion.  The only Catholic high school within a 45-mile radius, St. 
Louis Catholic is also the only Catholic high school in the Diocese of Lake Charles, comprised of five 
civil parishes in Southwest Louisiana. Formed in 1970 from its legacy institutions, St. Charles Academy, 
Sacred Heart High School, and Landry Memorial, St. Louis Catholic High School continues a long and 
rich tradition of providing its constituents with a transformative Catholic education. St. Louis Catholic 
High School is accredited by AdvancED and the Louisiana State Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education. St. Louis Catholic High School is governed by an Advisory School Board guided by the Bishop 
of the Diocese of Lake Charles, the pastors of the 15 owner parishes, and the Rector.

St. Louis Catholic has a current population of close to 600 diverse students in grades 9-12 and is 
served by a faculty and staff of over 60 mission-driven professionals. The school, supporting the parents 
as the primary educators, strives to create an atmosphere in which the students value God and develop 
their own giftedness in order to take their respective places in the global community as responsible 
Catholic Christians. The diversified student body and challenging curriculum has set the standard for 
Catholic Education.  St. Louis helps mold students’ spiritual involvement while providing a foundation for 
a life of service.  

As a Catholic school, St. Louis Catholic continues the ministry of Jesus the “Master Teacher” in the 
twenty-first century.  Theology classes, school masses, service opportunities, and retreat programs give 
students the opportunity to learn more about their faith and to develop their relationship with God, 
recognizing the unique way that God is calling them to put their talents to work.  

Mission Statement
Called as friends of Jesus 

Christ and led by the 

knowledge and wisdom of 

the Holy Spirit, we gather 

to honor and praise God 

the Father.

Motto
“Honor and praise God.... 

in all ways”
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Intellect
The program of studies offered 

at St. Louis Catholic High School is 
based on the Catholic philosophy of 
education.  Curriculum requirements 
of the Diocese of Lake Charles, the 
Louisiana Department of Education, and 
the Southern Association of Colleges and 
School is designed to meet the needs and 
challenge the abilities of all students in all 
grade levels. Advanced placement classes 
are included in the academic program and 
present the opportunity for students to 
qualify for college credit.  More than 90 
percent of the students are college bound; 
many enroll in honors and advanced 
placement courses, qualifying for college 
credit through CLEP and AP College 
Board exams. Elective courses give students 
an opportunity to prepare themselves for 
particular careers. 

Students at St. Louis Catholic High School are provided an exceptional learning experience due to 
the vibrant culture, dedicated teachers, Catholic identity, and mission-driven vision.  Emphasis is placed 
on providing students with the resources, guidance, and individualized classroom preparation to enable 
students the opportunity to attend the best colleges and universities across the country. This opportunity 
is afforded to the students as a result of managed classroom sizes, animated classroom discussions and 
ever-available teachers.  

St. Louis Catholic High School strives to foster the growth of good Catholic human beings who love 
God and neighbor and thus fulfill their destiny of becoming saints. In every aspect of their education, 
students are encouraged to articulate a vision of the harmony of faith and reason- capable of guiding a 
life-long pursuit of knowledge and virtue.

The One to One Initiative at St. Louis Catholic High School is an innovative technology program that 
places computer tablets in the hands of every student and teacher on campus. Through this program 
students have access to the latest technology at all times. In the classroom setting, students take notes 
on their tablets, learn how to organize information digitally, collaborate with teachers and classmates, 
research online and participate in multi-media projects. Teachers are able to offer a more learner-centered 
environment with differentiated instruction for each student. St. Louis Catholic High School owns and 
maintains the laptops and provides the necessary software to meet instructional requirements. Professors 
in the Burton College of Education at McNeese State University have partnered with St. Louis Catholic 
High School in conducting research on the success of this program, the first in Southwest Louisiana.  

The counseling department promotes the personal/social, career, and academic growth and 
development of all students. The goal is to engage parents, teachers, administrators, students and 
community partners in order to meet the holistic needs of all students. The designated class counselors 
remain with students throughout their high school career focusing on personal advisement and academic 
counseling. Each year, individual academic planning meetings are held with every student to review their 
four-year plans and to complete course requests for the upcoming year. 

FAST FACTS

Only Catholic High School  
in the Diocese  

of Lake Charles

Student Teacher Ratio

20:1

Dollars Earned in Scholarships

$5M+

Average ACT Score

24.3

National Merit Finalist

1
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Faith Formation and Campus Ministry 
St. Louis Catholic High School seeks to inculcate in its students an attitude of “honoring and praising 

God in all ways.” While spirituality is one of the three points of the equilateral triangle (alongside 
academics and athletics), St. Louis Catholic believes Christ ultimately underlies everything they do. As 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church explains, “At the heart of catechesis we find, in essence, a Person, 
…Christ, the Incarnate Word and Son of God, is taught – everything else is taught with reference to him 
–and it is Christ alone who teaches – 
anyone else teaches to the extent that 
he is Christ’s spokesman, enabling 
Christ to teach with his lips” (CCC 
426-427). Moreover, all of the 
school’s undertakings, intellectual, 
physical, or social are opportunities 
to serve Christ and glorify God.

The school environment is thus 
saturated with prayer. The commons 
are adorned with the Stations of the 
Cross and the Crucifix as a reminder 
of Who they serve and under Whom 
they study. Holy Mass is offered 
weekly for the entire school, and all students and faculty (even non-Catholics) attend this Family Liturgy. 
Moreover, Christ Himself, Present in the Most Blessed Sacrament, remains in the chapel in the commons 
area day and night.

St. Louis Catholic has a rigorous Theology curriculum for all grade levels, modeled after the USCCB’s 
Doctrinal Elements of a Curriculum Framework (2007). Students study Faith and Revelation, the Holy 
Trinity, the Paschal Mystery, the Sacraments, Church History, and Sacred Scripture, alongside the other 
disciplines of Math, Science, English, and Social Studies.

School retreats are offered for each grade level every year. This is to give students time to “come 
away and be at rest” with the Lord (Mark 6:31), to reevaluate the direction of their lives, and to hear 
testimonies from community members and alumni. Students are also required to give community service 
hours so as to live out the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy. The hope is that each student leaves St. 
Louis Catholic with a true knowledge of Jesus Christ and grows into a discipleship that lives on long after 
graduation.

Extracurricular Activities
Student life at St. Louis Catholic High School is joyful and exciting.  Students gather together in prayer 

every morning before the start of the day.  Students have many opportunities to get involved within the 
school. Co-curricular activities are provided by St. Louis Catholic High School to appeal to the interests 
and needs of the student body. Organizations and clubs include participation in academic activities and 
projects, fine arts areas, literary work, community service projects, athletics and school spirit. The school 
encourages its students to participate in at least one co-curricular activity. With twenty-six organizations 
to belong to, students have a wide variety to meet their individual preference.  

Student-athletes are groomed to embody sportsmanship, team spirit, and the inherent beauty in 
fair competition.  The hard work of the St. Louis Catholic High School Saints is apparent in the many 
scholarships and accolades that grace the walls of the gym.  The staff helps instill discipline, self-sacrifice, 
and team work into the student-athletes.  St. Louis Catholic High School is proud to participate and excel 
in 15 team sports.

CLASS OF 
2017 COLLEGE 
ACCEPTANCES

University of Louisiana-

Lafayette

Louisiana State University

McNeese State University

Louisiana Tech University

Sowela Technical 

Community College

Penn Foster

Saint Edward’s University

Baylor University

University of Texas

Texas A &M University

University of Louisiana-

Monroe

University of Southern 

Mississippi

Texas Christian University

Southeastern Louisiana 

University

Holy Cross College

Franciscan University of 

Steubenville

Loyola University

University of Dallas

Arizona State University

Tulane University

Three Rivers Community 

College
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The Position
St. Louis Catholic High School’s next Principal will have a passion for Catholic education, possess 

an extensive understanding of the challenges and opportunities within Catholic education, and be 
comfortable working with a visionary Rector, while collaborating with a committed and engaged 
Advisory Board and Board of Pastors. He or she will be experienced with strategic planning and have 
current executive level experience in a Catholic college preparatory setting, so as to ensure the school’s 
continued success and sustainability while fulfilling its mission.

The Principal’s primary role is to be the academic and faith-based leader to the community’s students, 
faculty and staff, leading the day-to-day operation of the school’s Christ-centered educational program. 
Instructionally, the Principal oversees the staffing, curriculum, supervision, and assessment of the 
complete academic program. In non-instructional areas, the Principal is responsible for all professional 
personnel, support staff, student affairs, extracurricular activities, sports programs, as well as facilities 
management. Additionally, the Principal represents the school at functions related to the educational 
program and dynamically leads the spiritual, academic and co-curricular activities of the school through 
effective utilization of the supporting Assistant Principal and Deans of Students. The Principal assists in 
interacting with external constituencies, is engaged in advancement initiatives that promote a positive 
image for the school in the community, and helps foster alumni and stakeholder relations. 

Challenges and Opportunities
Steeped in traditions, the St. Louis Catholic High School has long enjoyed the benefits of being the 

only Catholic high school within a 45-mile radius of Lake Charles. Since 1971, regional students and 
their parents have consistently supported the school’s mission, enabling the school to sustain strong 
academics, enrollment and co-curricular successes. With its educational foundation in Gospel values 
and a welcoming family spirit that permeates its constituencies, the school now finds itself at a promising 
juncture. While recent academic and school advancement initiatives begin to take root, much more work 
needs to be done. In April of this year, Bishop Provost appointed a new school Rector who immediately 
energized the St. Louis Catholic school community by strengthening its Catholic Identity, laying the 
foundation in building capacity in school advancement initiatives, and strategically planning for its 
future. While collaborating with the Rector and school community leaders, the incoming Principal will 
be expected to bring the energy, charisma, and executive administration skills necessary for this school 
community to build on its considerable strengths while delivering exceptional value throughout its 
college preparatory education. 

Similar to Catholic schools across the country, St. Louis Catholic faces the critical challenges of: 
sustaining and growing enrollment in a competitive market with a shrinking pool of prospective students, 
providing fair and competitive compensation for faculty and staff, implementing 21st century curriculum 
and related student learning experiences, keeping tuition at affordable levels, providing adequate levels 
of tuition assistance, and continually updating facilities to support academics, athletics, the arts and 
co-curricular activities. Supported by an extensive network of local Catholic partner schools, St. Louis 
Catholic consistently meets its challenges and views them as opportunities to grow stronger in service to 
its students and the community. 

The new Principal will be met by a passionate group of dedicated stakeholders who are excited for 
the school’s promising future. Additionally, significant stakeholders with proven capacity to support the 
financial needs of the school stands ready to be more fully engaged. Supported by engaged Advisory 
Board and Board of Pastors, St. Louis Catholic High School is just hitting its stride and is poised to 
significantly advance its position in the region’s college preparatory market.

Advanced Placement

Courses Offered

Competitive Athletic Teams

Christian Service Hours  
Required of All Graduates

70

15

15

Alumni

8,000+

FAST FACTS

of St. Louis Catholic  
High School graduates enroll 

in four-year colleges and 
universities

97%
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Desired Qualities and Characteristics
• Practicing Catholic in communion with the Church who is a faith-filled and Christ-centered servant 

leader that embraces, models, and champions the traditions and values of Catholic education while 
promoting a strong and vibrant Catholic identity. 

• Advanced degree in an education related field with a minimum of five years instructional and 
administrative experience, current principal or administrative licensure expected.

• Current executive leadership experience leading a Catholic college preparatory school community is 
preferred.

• Proven visionary with demonstrated success in addressing immediate school community needs and 
long-term goals. Experience in strategic planning, implementation, fiscal management, and oversight 
is highly desirable. 

• Accomplished visionary able to lead an extensive, innovative, and academically rigorous 21st century 
curriculum that insures success for all students, based on exacting standards of excellence.

• Exceptional communication, interpersonal, and public speaking skills while serving as the highly 
visible public face of St. Louis Catholic High School in building constructive relationships with all 
stakeholders that inspire crucial support in all school advancement initiatives. 

• Accessible and approachable leadership style, with a willingness to relate to students while being 
extremely visible and interactive on campus and at school events. 

• Inspirational, humble, and authentic mentor who instills leadership in others.  

• Must be able to establish immediate rapport and trust with learning, parent, and supporting 
communities. 

• Skilled at identifying, attracting, developing, and retaining high-quality educators with a commitment 
and passion for delivering a transformational Catholic educational experience. 

• Proven leadership in ongoing professional development, evaluation, and student assessment. 

• Fair, fun and compassionate executive who embraces collaboration while leading with missionary zeal.
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Application Procedure
To apply, please submit the following materials, confidentially and as separate PDF 

attachments in one email to Michael Furey. Please include St. Louis Catholic High School in 

subject field.

• Cover letter that aligns your experiences and skill sets with the current needs of the 

school as you understand them. 

• Current resume with all appropriate dates included.

• Statement of Catholic educational philosophy.

• List of five references including names, physical addresses, phone numbers and email 

addresses. No references will be contacted without your knowledge and approval.

Michael Furey, Managing Partner
mikefurey@partnersinmission.com
Partners in Mission School Leadership Search Solutions, LLC
124 Sycamore Drive Westwood, MA 02090
www.partnersinmission.com
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with clients to advance their missions by providing

comprehensive and effective solutions to address

the challenges they face every day.
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